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struggled and though Biddy managed to hold his hands,
he kept his eyes moving so that they are not given at all.
His eyes, too, are light and the daguerrotype does not do
them justice. You will observe that Lizzie held Biddy
to hold him quiet. She seemed to comprehend the
necessity of being quiet, and was as steady as a die,
and aided to keep Willy's arm still Of course we had
a good deal of fun with them, and I think you will be
satisfied at least that they are in good condition. They
are both very fat. Willy is as heavy a load as I want
to carry, and he tyrannises over me completely, making
me carry him all round the yard an hour after each
meal. He cries for me, and I have to steal away as I used
to from Lizzie. Lime, on the contrary, considers herself
a reasonable being and can easily be satisfied with a
promise that I am coming back. She still says you have
gone on the party to get Minnie, and to bring her candy,
spoons, dishes, etc. She has a set of pewter that are served
up on all occasions, but Willy plays sad havoc with
her arrangements. She is perfectly in awe of him, and
runs in perfect dread when he approaches. He can rise
by a chair and walk sideways holding on. I think next
steamer I can report that he walks. He begins to talk a
lingo of his own, perfectly incomprehensible, but that he
understands much that is said to him there is no doubt.
**In business, times are mending slowly* Lucas and
Simonds have at my request made modifications in our
contract that is to my benefit some three or four thou-
sand a year. Indeed they do anything I ask and I
would be foolish to find fault with any of them. I only
fear they may form too high an estimate of me, and in-In it titmyw F.offloiiU iwwi iliil nut                          nil
